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INTRODUCTION 

An opinion poll (OP) survey is an essential 

tool for gauging public opinion on various 

issues, including political contests like 

mayoral and chairmanship elections. In the 

context of such an election, an opinion poll 

survey involves asking a sample of voters 

about their voting intentions, preferences, 

attitudes towards the candidates, and so on.  

are very popular in modern democracies and 

are used in many instances to gauge public 

opinion ahead of important national 

government elections.  

The Center for Policy, Research and 

Strategic Studies (CepRass) has just 

completed this opinion poll survey for the 

forthcoming Mayoral and Chairmanship 

elections in The Gambia. The objective is to 

seek an understanding of potential voters 

voting intentions and perceptions on 

candidates, key election and local 

government issues surrounding the 

upcoming election, among other things, with 

the view to inform the public regarding what 

the likely outcomes of the election will be. 

In Addition, the poll results will also help 

potential candidates to understand what 

issues to tackle in their campaigns to appeal 

more to potential voters.  As the OP results 

become available ahead of the 20th May 

2023 Mayoral and Chairmanship elections, 

it is hoped that political parties and 

independent candidates will realign their 

campaign efforts in line with insights from 

the polls. Therefore, CepRass polls 

contributes in ensuring that election 

rhetorics are based on issues that matter for 

electorates than otherwise. 

Moreover, to strengthen democratic 

governance in The Gambia, it is imperative 

that issues are handled with an 

understanding of what most citizens would 

want. Knowledge of public opinion on 

national matters will help promote 

democracy in ensuring that citizens hold 

public servants accountable for their actions 

by bringing to light their discontentment and 

grievances.  

This OP survey is partly supported under the 

project “Strengthening Citizens’ 

Participation in Local Governance to 

Improve Transparency and Accountability”, 

which is being funded by the National 

Endowment for Democracy (NED). The 

project aims at strengthening citizens’ 

participation in local governance, improve 

transparency and accountability in all local 

governance efforts.  This OP survey is one 

of the activities that the project embarks on 

and it is significant because it  ensures that 

the voice of the public is considered in the 

electoral process through informing the 

candidates on the views of the public.  

The OP has employed a strong 

methodological approach in the survey 

design, data collection and analysis.   

This report presents the findings from the 

polls. The report is structured as follows: the 

methodology of the OP is discussed in the 

next section; section 3 presents the findings 

from the OP; section 4 provides the main 

takeaways of findings from the OP. 
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METHODOLOGY  

To conduct the local government Mayoral 

and Chairmanship opinion poll, CepRass 

followed a sound methodological approach 

that draws on standard scientific practice in 

opinion poll research. Its approach to 

sampling, questionnaire design, data 

collection and analysis are grounded in the 

recent literature and practice in the OP 

research.  

SAMPLING AND SAMPLE SIZE 

Since resources are inadequate to poll on  all 

potential voters in the Gambia due to the 

large population size (over 900K people are 

qualified to vote in the upcoming election), 

sampling approaches are used to select a 

representative sample of respondents for the 

survey.   

Using the 2018/19 Integrated Household 

Survey (IHS) of GBoS as the sampling 

frame. The IHS consists of 14,191 

households. The survey covered all the local 

government areas and districts in the 

Gambia as it used the updated 2013 census 

as its frame. Due to lack of data on 

electorates, it was naturally a good frame for 

this OP, as was done in previous OPs 

conducted by CepRass. The sample size for 

the survey was developed using Taro 

Yamane (1967) formula accounting for 

design effects other critical considerations. 

A multi-stage sampling strategy was used to 

select respondents for the survey. In the first 

stage, respondents are grouped into regions 

and then into districts. At the final stage, a 

random sample of respondents are selected 

for the OP survey. Not all 48 districts are 

covered and therefore districts were 

randomly selected in the second step. A total 

of 38 districts were selected for the survey. 

These districts were proportionately divided 

into the LGAs based on the probability 

proportionate to size sampling. A sample of 

1280 households were sampled from the 

14191 households across the entire country.  

To account for nonresponse, the researchers 

employed sampling with replacement 

method. Therefore oversampling of 

respondents was done in each of the LGAs 

such that when a respondent selected cannot 

be reached, it will replaced. 

The sampling method adopted ensured that 

the sample was representative of the 

population in terms of geographic 

distribution, and the sampling with the 

replacement method accounted for potential 

nonresponses. Overall, the study’s sampling 

methodology was robust and designed to 

yield reliable results. 

SURVEY TOOL 

The information from the respondents was 

collected using a questionnaire that was 

developed by the research team. The 

questionnaire was developed using the 

Survey Solution's Designer tool, a versatile 

software that enables the creation of 

complex and detailed questions in surveys. 

The questionnaire is well-structured and 

organized into different sections, each of 

which is dedicated to a particular topic. The 

main sections of the questionnaire are 

focused on voting and local government 

election issues, with sub-sections that delve 

into specific areas of interest. 
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The section on election voting sought to 

understand the behavior of voters during 

elections, their preferences, and the factors 

that influence their decision-making. This 

section covers various aspects of the voting 

process, including voter registration, voting 

intentions, and the major issues to be 

addressed by the incoming Mayors and 

Chairpersons. 

The section on local government election 

issues, on the other hand, explored the 

specific issues that are most important to 

voters in their local communities. This 

section is designed to gather information on 

the challenges in the local government 

election, such as whether candidates are 

fairly treated during the nomination process, 

vote buying allegations, and whether 

political parties financial inducement of 

other parties' candidates to withdraw from 

the election is good for the country, as well 

as the establishment of a “Commission of 

Inquiry into the conduct of all Local 

Government Councils, and connected 

matters”. Particularly whether it was 

established for the right reasons, if timing of 

it was appropriate, etc.  

 

DATA COLLECTION 

In preparation for the data collection phase 

of the study, a team of 17 enumerators and 3 

supervisors were carefully selected and 

trained to ensure that they were equipped 

with the necessary skills and knowledge to 

carry out the survey. The team was carefully 

chosen based on their experience, 

educational background, and ability to 

communicate effectively in the local 

languages. 

To ensure that the data collected was of high 

quality, a two-day training session was 

conducted to familiarize the enumerators 

with the survey instrument and the study 

methodology. The training aimed at 

reducing errors and discrepancies that might 

arise during data collection and ensuring that 

the survey was conducted in a standardized 

and consistent manner. 

After the training, the enumerators were 

provided with tablets containing the 

questionnaire and were instructed to use 

them to administer the data collection forms. 

The tablets were pre-loaded with the forms 

and programmed to allow for easy recording 

and retrieval of data. The use of tablets 

ensured that the data were collected in a 

more efficient and effective manner. The 

interviews with respondents was done via 

telephone.  

In addition, the enumerators were provided 

with airtime on various cellular networks 

(Africell, Qcell, Comium, and Gamcel) to 

call respondents. They were given specific 

instructions on how to ensure that the 

interview include substantial proportion of 

female and young respondents to ensure that 

the data collected was representative and 

inclusive. 

The data collection exercise was conducted 

over a period of one week in May, 2023 and 

covered a total of 1280 households. Thirty-

nine percent (39%) of the respondents were 

female, while 61% were male.  In terms of 

gender representation, this OP is an 
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improvement over other OPs conducted by 

CepRass 

DATA ANALYSIS  

The researchers in this study utilized 

computer-assisted personal interviews 

(CAPI) to collect data from participants. The 

data were stored on CepRass’s own cloud 

server and were retrieved in a format (.dta 

and .csv) that could be easily used in the 

statistical software, STATA (version 17; 

StartCorp. 2021). The researchers conducted 

a descriptive analysis of the data, which 

included generating percentages, various 

graphs, such as bar charts and pie charts, to 

visually represent the respondents’ opinions 

on information gathered. 

The analysis focused on likely voters based 

on information provided by respondents on 

various questions gauging their interest in 

the and likelihood for them coming out to 

vote, among others. All analysis are based 

on the respondents’ self-reports of their 

willingness to vote. Specifically, the 

researchers only considered the responses on 

the likely voters, which accounted for 95% 

of the total respondents. 

The findings of the study include a detailed 

analysis of various modules in the survey 

instrument, which sheds light on the 

participants' opinions on different issues. 

Overall, the study provides valuable insights 

into the opinions of likely voters on the 

issues of interest and presents the findings in 

an organized and informative manner. 

FINDINGS FROM THE 

OPINION POLL  

 

SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC 

CHARACTERISTICS OF 

RESPONDENTS 

Overall, the Opinion poll survey covered a sample 

size of 1280 respondents and collected data on the 

basic socio-demographic characteristics, of which 

39% accounted for female, while the remaining 61% 

as male. This indicates a balanced representation of 

gender in the survey sample. 

Regarding the age distribution, the largest age group 

35-44 accounted for 30% of the respondents, 

followed by the age group 25-34 which constituted 

20% of the respondents respectively. The 55 and 

above age group accounted for 23%, while 18-24 age 

group and 45-54 age group both comprised 20% 

each. 

EDUCATION LEVEL 

The survey also gathered information on the 

educational background of the respondents. The data 

shows that educational attainment varied among the 

respondents with the following breakdown as 

reported below: 

• Primary: 12% of the respondents had 

completed primary education. 

• Junior: 15% had completed junior level 

education. 

• High: 12% had attained a high school 

education. 

• College: 6% had completed college 

education. 

• University: 2% had a university education. 

• Informal: 22% reported having informal 

education. 

• No education: 26% of the respondents 

indicated no formal education. 
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• Others: 5% had education levels categorized 

as "Others," which may include vocational 

or specialized training. 

The data indicates a diverse educational background 

among the respondents, with a significant proportion 

having informal or no formal education. This 

highlights the need to consider varying levels of 

educational attainment while formulating policies or 

campaign strategies. 

Table 1: Education Level of Respondents 

Education 

Level Count Percentage Min Max 

Primary 1280 12% 0% 100% 

Junior 1280 15% 0% 100% 

High 1280 12% 0% 100% 

College 1280 6% 0% 100% 

University 1280 2% 0% 100% 

Informal 1280 22% 0% 100% 

No 

education 1280 26% 0% 100% 

Others 1280 5% 0% 100% 

 

ETHNICITY 

The survey sought information on the respondents' 

ethnicity to understand the ethnic composition of the 

sample. The largest ethnic group represented in the 

survey was Mandinka, accounting for 35% of the 

respondents. Fula constituted the second-largest 

group at 29%, followed by Wollof at 15%. Other 

ethnic groups represented in the survey include Jola 

(9%), Sarahule (7%), Serer (2%), Manjago (1%), and 

others (1%). 

These findings reflect the diverse ethnic makeup of 

the population, emphasizing the importance of 

recognizing and addressing the unique needs and 

concerns of different ethnic groups during political 

campaigns or governance efforts. 

Table 2: Ethnicity of Respondents 

Ethnicity Count Percentage Min Max 

Mandinka 1280 35% 0% 100% 

Fula 1280 29% 0% 100% 

wollof 1280 15% 0% 100% 

Jola 1280 9% 0% 100% 

Sarahule 1280 7% 0% 100% 

Serer 1280 2% 0% 100% 

Manjago 1280 1% 0% 100% 

Others  1280 1% 0% 100% 

 

VOTING BEHAVIOR 

The survey also assessed the voting behavior and 

intentions of the respondents. It has been observed 

that all respondents (100%) reported having a voter's 

card, indicating the eligibility and preparedness to 

participate in the upcoming elections. Moreover, an 

overwhelming majority (98%) expressed an intention 

to vote, demonstrating a high level of civic 

engagement among the surveyed population. 

Table 3: Voting Indicators of Respondents 

Voting Count Percentage Min Max 

Has voter's 

card 1280 100% 100% 100% 

Intent to vote 1280 98% 0% 100% 

First Time 

Voter 1280 39% 0% 100% 

 

Regarding the intention to vote, a notable finding 

disclosed that 39% of the respondents were first-time 

voters. This suggests the potential for new 

perspectives and priorities among a significant 

portion of the electorate. 

In terms of the likelihood to vote, it is interesting to 

note that more than half of the respondents about 
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57% stated they were almost certain to vote, while 

39% reported being very likely to vote. Only 2% felt 

somewhat certain about voting, and 1% expressed a 

lesser likelihood of voting, while no respondents 

reported not being likely to vote at all. These findings 

show improvement in the civic engagement in the 

political and governance process in the country 

Therefore, the findings underscore the importance of 

the upcoming elections for the surveyed population, 

with a strong inclination and intention to participate 

in the democratic process. 

Table 4: Respondent’s Likeliness to Vote 

Likely to Vote Count Percentage Min Max 

Almost Certain 1280 57% 0% 100% 

Very Likely 1280 39% 0% 100% 

Somewhat 

Certain 1280 2% 0% 100% 

Not Very Likely 1280 1% 0% 100% 

Not at all Likely 1280 0% 0% 100% 

 

LOCAL GOVERNANCE AREAS (LGA) 

The survey collected information on the respondents' 

local government areas (LGAs) to understand 

geographical representation and potential regional 

variations. The distribution of respondents across 

different LGAs is as follows: Banjul 6%; Basse 14%; 

Brikama 22%; Janjanbureh 12%; Kanifing 11%; 

Kerewan: 14%; Kuntaur 10%; and  Mansakonko 

12%. 

This distribution portrays the real socio-demographic 

nature of the country with high population density in 

Brikama Local Government Area compared to other 

LGAs. Thus, reflected in the sample of respondents. 

Again, the distribution of the respondents across the 

regions shows the probability proportionate-to-size 

distribution of the population in the country. 

 

Table 5: LGA Distribution of Respondents 

LGA Count Percentage Min Max 

Banjul 1280 6% 0% 100% 

Basse 1280 14% 0% 100% 

Brikama 1280 22% 0% 100% 

Janjanbureh 1280 12% 0% 100% 

Kanifing 1280 11% 0% 100% 

Kerewan 1280 14% 0% 100% 

Kuntaur 1280 10% 0% 100% 

 

 

TREATMENT OF CANDIDATES 

DURING NOMINATIONS 

PROCESS 

The issue of candidates’ treatment was 

discussed during the survey and the findings 

are reflected in the bar chart below. In this 

poll, potential voters’ opinions were sought 

regarding whether all political parties were 

treated fairly during the nomination process. 

It is discernible in the chart that considerable 

number of respondents confirmed that the 

treatments were fair during nomination of 

candidates. The survey results show that 

38% of respondents agreed that all 

candidates were treated fairly during the 

nomination process, 23% strongly agreed 

with the statement, while 5% disagreed, and 

1.4% strongly disagreed. This means that 

About 61% comprising 38% and 23% agree that the 

nominations were fairly conducted which is 

significant. However, 33% said they did not 

know whether all candidates were treated 

fairly during the nomination process or not.  
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THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES 

CANDIDATES SHOULD ADDRESS 

The most important issues that the electorate 

are concerned with and said the councils 

should focus on in their development 

process and political trajectory are 

highlighted in the bar chart below as 

follows: across all the LGAs, 37% of 

respondents raised concerns on road 

construction, 19% on others, 16% for food 

availability, 14% waste collection, 6% for 

community markets and 4% drainage system 

respectively as major concerns. Most of the 

respondents did not consider corruption, 

revenue mobilization and rental prices as 

major issues which were rated low with 2%, 

1% and 0.7% in that order. 

The findings revealed that the electorates are 

more concerned with improve road 

infrastructure to improve connectivity that 

the councils should address issues of food 

security, waste collection and community 

markets to bolster development across the 

LGAs. The major issues of concern raised in 

this poll are that the respondents expect the 

candidates to highlight strategies on how 

they will deal with these development issues 

in their campaign trails. 

 

Voting behaviour was assessed during the 

opinion poll by asking who the electorate 

intend to vote for in Banjul. As indicated in 

the bar chart below, most respondents did 

not want to disclose the candidates they 

intend to vote for, rather kept it in secrete 

with 29%, followed by UDP candidate, 

Roheyatou Lowe 26%, while 23% of voters 

are undecided. Only 23% professed to vote 

for NPP candidate Ebou Faye. This makes 

the race difficult to predict in absolute terms 

who is likely to win. However, with this low 

margin of difference between the incumbent 

under UDP ticket is challenged by NPP 

candidate who is generating momentum to 

unseat the UDP popularity in the Island City 

of Banjul. The final verdict will determine 

the faith of the two heavy weight contenders 

that is yet to be decided.  

VOTING 

Voting is a suffrage constitutional rights 

guaranteed by the 1997 Constitution of The 

Gambia. As the nation prepares for the local 

government elections on the 20th of May 

2023, the voting behavior and pattern of 

likely voters is an interesting topic to tease 

out. Knowledge of this allows for the 

description issues likely voters are 

concerned with, the fairness of the 

nomination process, and predict the 

intention to vote and the perception of 

respondents on the likely winners in each 

local government areas (LGAs). This section 

is about voting, and it presents the responses 

from likely voters as collected and analyzed 

by the team of experts. 

The election process starts with the 

nomination of candidates, which took place 
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from the 27th April to 3rd May, 2023 by the 

Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) 

staff at the headquarters of each 

Administrative area. The exercise results in 

the nomination of 32 candidates across 8 

administrative areas, two (2) of whom are 

female. However, as at the time of collecting 

data, two independent candidates in Brikama 

Administrative Area – Bakary Saibo Sanneh 

and Lamin Jammeh - have withdrawn their 

candidature1.  

On an unfair electoral environment, the 

electoral commission can reject otherwise 

qualified candidates just to rivals. To assess 

the extent of unfairness during the 

nomination exercise, CepRass asked 

respondents their views on whether all 

candidates were treated fairly, and the 

responses indicate that a good majority 

(61%) of the respondents either agree or 

strongly agree that all candidates were 

treated fairly. Consequently, less than 7% of 

all respondents either disagree or strongly 

disagree that all candidates are treated fairly.  

 

 

1 https://iec.gm/category/press-releases/  

Campaigns started on the 4th May, 2023 

after the completion of the nomination 

exercise and it is expected to last up till the 

18th May 2023. During the campaigns, 

candidates are expected to address the most 

pressing issues that matter to the voters.  

Since candidates can miss the most 

important issues to voters during the 

campaign, CepRass asked respondents what 

the most important issues are to them. 

Majority of respondents (37%) consider road 

construction to be the most important issue 

that candidates should address in their 

campaigns, with food availability and waste 

collection the next two on the hierarchy.  

Corruption, rental prices, and revenue 

mobilization do not seem to be a major issue 

for the general respondents.  

 

However, the results presented above can be 

disaggregated at the level of each LGA to 

tease out the most important issues for 

voters in each LGA. It is interesting to know 

what the results are for Kanifing Municipal 

Council (KMC) as it struggles with the 

ongoing corruption scandal involving the 

(former) Chief Executive Officer of the 

council.  

https://iec.gm/category/press-releases/
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INTENTION TO VOTE 

Intention to vote by likely voters is used to 

predict the likely winners of the election 

under the assumption that voters do not 

change their voting intentions. In this 

survey, respondents were asked their 

intentions to vote for candidates, and the 

responses indicate that in Brikama, nearly 

half (48%) of the respondents are either 

undecided or prefer to keep their intentions 

secret. Of the remaining, NPP’s Seedy 

Ceesay leads the rest of the candidates with 

21% of the share of respondents on the 

intention to vote followed by UDP’s 

Yankuba Darboe (19%). The Independent 

candidates each do not pull more than 5% of 

the intention to vote.  

 

Similarly, in Banjul more than half of the 

respondents (52%) are either not decided or 

prefer to be secretive about their voting 

intentions. Of the 48% that have decided or 

are open about to sharing their decision, 

majority (26%) intent to vote for UDP’s 

Roheyatou Lowe, followed by NPP’s Ebou 

Faye at 23%.  

 

In Basse, NPP’s Muhamadou Ceesay leads 

the poll on the intention to vote at 55%, 

followed by UDP’s Foday Danjo at just 

19%, while cumulatively the undecided and 

secret voters do not add up to 20%. 

Undoubtedly, NPP’s lead in Basse is 

evidenced by the large support that the party 

pulled on the intention to vote in this region.  

 

The dynamics in Janjanbureh mirrors those 

of Basse, with 41% of the intention to vote 

going for NPP’s Sulayman Sawaneh, while 

UDP’s Malick Sowe follows at 19%. The 
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total percentage of undecided and secret 

voters on intention to vote is 38%, which is 

massive. Hence, this chairpersonship seat is 

lilely to be taken by the NPP.    

 

In Kerewan, NPP’s Papa Tunkara leads on 

intention to vote with 37% indicating their 

intention to vote, followed by UDP’s 

Malamin Bojang. Cumulatively, around a 

third (35%) of the respondents are either not 

decided or keep their intention secret, while 

other candidates do not pull more than 4% 

each.  

 

In nearby Mansakonko, the UDP’s Landing 

Sanneh leads at 32%, followed by NPP’s 

Kebba Dem at 28%. However, two-thirds of 

the respondents (40%) in Mansakonko are 

either not decided or secretive about their 

intention to vote.  

 

Kuntaur is the Administrative Area on the 

north bank of the Central River Region 

(CRR) and Janjanbureh on the south bank of 

CRR. Like Janjanbureh, intention to vote in 

Kuntaur is led by NPP at 38%, followed by 

UDP’s Alhagie Sillah at 21%.  

 

In Kanifing, the intention to vote is led by 

UDP’s Bensouda as 50% of respondents 

expressed their intention to vote for him in 

the election. He is followed by NPP’s 
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Bakary Badjie with a 22% support on the 

intention to vote between the two. Thus the 

NPP candidate trails the UDP candidate in 

this LGA by about 28%. Only 27% of 

respondents in Kanifing are not decided or 

secretive with their decision, which is the 

lowest across all regions.   

 

To conclude, the results show that the 

outcomes of the polls on the intention to 

vote are stronger in Basse and Kanifing than 

in other LGAs as they record the lowest 

proportion of respondents not decided or 

secretive regarding their choice. Furthmore, 

the results show that while UDP leads in the 

polls on the intention to vote in Banjul, 

Kanifing, and Mansakonko, the NPP leads 

in Basse, Janjanbureh, Kuntaur, Kerewan, 

Brikama,  

 

As shown in the Table below, the degree of 

precision of the responses on intention to 

vote is strong in Basse, Kanifing, and 

Kerewan. For Brikama and Banjul, the 

degree of inconclusiveness is very high and 

the percentage points differences on the 

intention to vote are not significant as they 

lie within the margin of error. Generally, the 

status column when marked in red indicates 

very high degree of uncertainty around the 

outcomes. For the other colours, the yellow 

indicates high degree of inconclusiveness 

and green means high degree of certainty. 

 

LGA Portion of undecided 

and secret vote (%) 

Status 

Banjul 52 Red 

Kanifing 27 Green 

Brikama 48 Yellow 

Kuntaur 41 Yellow 

Mansakonko 40 Yellow 

Kerewan 34.6 Green 

Janjangbureh 42 Yellow 

Basse 19 Green 

 

LIKELY TO WIN 

As the political landscape in The Gambia 

unfolds, the upcoming mayoral and 

chairmanship elections have drawn 

significant attention both domestically and 

internationally. With various parties and 

independent candidates vying for positions 

in different councils, the race for victory has 

become intense. In this opinion poll 

analysis, CepRass will delve into the key 

contenders in several crucial local 

government areas, examining their current 

standings and potential to emerge 

triumphant in the elections. 
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As the vibrant city of Banjul prepares for its 

upcoming mayoral election, the air is thick 

with anticipation and uncertainty. The 

citizens of Banjul find themselves standing 

at crossroads, contemplating the future 

trajectory of their beloved city. In this 

political battleground, the contesting 

candidates and their respective parties 

ignited a sense of excitement and 

speculation among the electorates which is 

reflected in the intention to vote and the 

likely to win. 

According to the results from the polls, a 

significant 61% of the electorate falls under 

the "Can't Tell" category, signaling a 

substantial level of uncertainty and 

indecision among the voters. This intriguing 

statistic highlights the complexity of the 

political landscape, where no single 

candidate has managed to captivate the 

majority's unequivocal support thus far. 

However, the UDP candidate, the incumbent 

Rohey Malick Lowe, holds a 26% vote 

share, making her the front-runner. The NPP 

candidate, Ebou Faye, is trailing behind with 

a 14% vote share. 

Meanwhile, as the campaign unfolds, the 

citizens of Banjul eagerly await the 

unveiling of the ultimate victor, recognizing 

that their choice will shape the trajectory of 

their beloved city for the next four years. 

 

Brikama, one of the largest settlements in 

The Gambia, is a vibrant hub of political 

influence and economic activity. As the 

upcoming elections for the Brikama Area 

Council approaches, the region has become 

a captivating political battleground, 

attracting a diverse array of contestants with 

their unique visions for the development and 

progress of the local government area. 

Amidst the excitement, the outcome of the 

opinion polls in the West Coast Region 

remains uncertain, with 42% of respondents 

unable to determine the likely winner. 

However, some candidates have emerged as 

strong contenders in the race. The United 

Democratic Party (UDP), candidate, 

Yankuba Darboe, currently holds a 

considerable level of support at 23%. 

Challenging the UDP's dominance is the 

National People’s Party (NPP) candidate, 

Seedy Sheriff Ceesay, who has garnered 

22% support. 

Notably, several independent candidates and 

other parties have also entered the race, 

seeking to disrupt the established political 

order. Ibrahim J. S. Sanneh, Ahmadou 

Gitteh, Salieu Jallow, and Amadou Muhtar 
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Cham are among the independent 

candidates, each presenting their own unique 

visions and appealing to different segments 

of the electorate. While their chances of 

success may seem modest compared to the 

major parties, their participation adds an 

element of unpredictability to the race, 

potentially attracting disenchanted voters 

and influencing the final outcome. 

Additionally, the People's Progressive Party 

(PPP) candidate, Jainaba Bah, is also 

contesting, although currently with relatively 

modest support. However, the dynamic 

nature of politics means that unforeseen 

circumstances could lead to surprising shifts 

in the preferences of the electorate as 

elections day draws near. 

As the people of the West Coast Region 

eagerly await the elections outcome, the 

region's destiny hangs in the balance. The 

winning candidate will have the opportunity 

to shape policies, drive economic growth, 

and steer the local government's future 

trajectory.  

 

The upcoming election for the Basse 

Area Council has drawn a strong lineup 

of candidates, each armed with their own 

vision for the town's progress and 

development. 

At the forefront of the race in the 

opinion polls stands Mahammad Ceesay, 

representing the National People’s Party 

(NPP). Mr. Ceesay has emerged as a 

strong contender, garnering a significant 

level of support, with the polls indicating 

a commanding 63% of voter preference. 

As the NPP's standard-bearer, 

Mahammad Ceesay has captured the 

attention and trust of Basse residents, 

positioning himself as a frontrunner in 

the electoral race.  

While Ceesay's lead appears substantial, 

the political landscape in Basse still 

retains an element of uncertainty. 

Approximately 19% of respondents 

remain undecided or unable to determine 

the likely winner, suggesting that the 

race may hold surprises yet to come. The 

United Democratic Party (UDP) 

candidate, Foday Danjo, commands a 

notable 16% of support, posing a 

formidable challenge to Mahammad 

Ceesay's dominance in the polls. 

Furthermore, the People's Democratic 

Organisation for Independence and 

Socialism (PDOIS) candidate, Alhagie 

Karamo Touray, has secured a modest 

1.7% of voter preference, contributing to 

the diversity of the political field. 

As the campaign unfolds, contenders 

will employ various strategies to secure 

the trust and support of the Basse 

electorate. Engaging in intense debates, 

door-to-door canvassing, and public 

rallies, candidates will strive to address 

the town's most pressing concerns. 

Issues such as education reform, 

healthcare accessibility, agricultural 
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development, and youth empowerment 

are likely to features prominent in their 

campaigns, as these areas hold immense 

importance for Basse's residents. 

The outcome of the elections in Basse 

will not only determine the leadership of 

Basse Area Council but also shape the 

town's trajectory and future. The 

winning candidate will bear the 

responsibility of driving policies that 

promote economic growth, social 

welfare, and overall prosperity for Basse 

and its inhabitants. Moreover, the 

elections serve as a testament to the 

democratic spirit and vibrancy of Basse's 

political landscape, allowing diverse 

voices and ideas to be heard and 

considered. 

 

Janjanbureh, renowned for its rich 

historical heritage and cultural 

significance, stands as a town brimming 

with aspirations and dreams for progress. 

As the election approaches, a fierce 

contest unfolds among the candidates, 

each presenting their own vision for the 

development and advancement of 

Janjanbureh's local government. 

At the forefront of this opinion poll race 

stands the National People’s Party (NPP) 

candidate, Sulayman Sawaneh, who has 

emerged as the likely winner, 

commanding an impressive 62% of the 

projected support. However, the 

competition remains robust, with other 

candidates seeking to challenge the 

NPP's dominance. The United 

Democratic Party (UDP)candidate 

Malick Sowe holds a notable 35% of the 

projected support. In addition to the 

major parties, smaller contenders such as 

the Gambia Democratic Congress 

(GDC), led by Haruna Barry, and 

independent candidate Alhagie Boye, 

have also thrown their hats into the ring. 

Although their projected support 

currently stands at 2% and 1.2% 

respectively, their participation adds an 

element of diversity and choice to the 

electoral landscape, ensuring a vibrant 

and competitive race. 

 

In the picturesque town of Kerewan, the 

political landscape is ablaze with 

anticipation as the upcoming 

chairmanship elections approach. The 

contest promises to be closely fought, 



   

 
15 

with the outcome hanging in the balance 

and the aspirations of North Bank 

Region's residents at stake. 

Leading the pack in the opinion polls is 

the National People’s Party (NPP) 

candidate, Papa Tunkara, propelling him 

to hold a notable lead with 37% of 

support. However, uncertainty still 

lingers, with 35% of respondents unable 

to determine the likely winner. Among 

the challengers aiming to sway the 

balance of power is the United 

Democratic Party (UDP) candidate, 

Malamin I. L. Bojang, with 22% of 

support. In addition to the major parties, 

other candidates have also entered the 

race. The Gambia Democratic Congress 

(GDC) candidate Abdoulie Jallow has 

secured 4% of support. Furthermore, 

Babou Kebbeh, an independent 

candidate, has ventured into the political 

arena with 1.7% of support.  

 

 

Kanifing, renowned as a vibrant and 

cosmopolitan area, stands as a hub of 

economic activity and cultural 

diversity within The Gambia. With 

such prominence, the municipality 

attracts the attention of politicians 

and observers alike during election 

cycles. The impending election has 

unleashed a fierce contest among the 

candidates, each bringing their own 

vision for the development and 

progress of Kanifing. 

Leading the race in the opinion polls 

is the United Democratic Party 

(UDP) candidate, Talib Ahmed 

Bensouda, holding a commanding 

55% of the support. The UDP's long-

standing popularity and stronghold in 

the municipality have contributed to 

Bensouda's frontrunner status. 

However, the race is not without 

uncertainties, as a considerable 24% 

of respondents remain undecided, 

leaving room for potential shifts in 

support. 

 

Challenging the UDP's dominance in 

Kanifing is the National Progressive 

Party (NPP) candidate,  Bakary Y. 

Badjie. With 19% of the support, 

Badjie and the NPP are positioned as 

formidable contenders, seeking to 

break the UDP's hold on the 

municipality. Their platform, 

emphasizing progressive policies and 

alternative approaches, has resonated 

with a significant portion of the 

electorate, making the race even 

more competitive. 

While the independent candidate Pa 

Modou trails behind with 1.8% 

support, the presence of an 



   

 
16 

independent voice injects an element 

of diversity into the race. Though 

their chances of winning may appear 

modest compared to the major 

parties, independent candidates often 

have the potential to influence the 

final outcome, attracting voters 

disillusioned with party politics and 

offering alternative perspectives on 

governance. 

The outcome of the elections in 

Kanifing carries significant 

implications for both the 

municipality and The Gambia as a 

whole. The winning candidate will 

have the opportunity to shape 

policies, address the pressing needs 

of the residents, and contribute to the 

socio-economic development of 

Kanifing. Moreover, a potential 

upset of the UDP's dominance in 

Kanifing could signal a shifting 

political landscape and impact the 

broader political dynamics in the 

country. 

 

 

The upcoming elections have attracted a 

formidable array of candidates, each armed 

with their unique visions for the 

development and progress of Kuntaur Area 

Council. 

At the forefront of the opinion polls race 

stands Saihou Jawara, the candidate for the 

National People’s Party (NPP), who has 

gained significant attraction in the opinion 

polls with 35% of support. Close on Jawara's 

heels is the United Democratic Party (UDP) 

candidate, Alhagie Sillah, who has garnered 

22% of support.  

While the NPP and UDP dominate the polls, 

it is crucial not to overlook the importance 

of the "Can't Tell" category, comprising 

42% of respondents. These individuals 

remain undecided or uncertain about their 

preferred candidate, making their support up 

for grabs. Their ultimate choice holds the 

potential to significantly alter the race's 

dynamics and shape the future of Kuntaur. 

Another candidate in the race is the Gambia 

For All (GFA) Party candidate, Abdoulie 

Keita with a modest 0.8% of support. 

Though his chances of success may 

currently appear limited, it is worth 

acknowledging that political landscapes can 

be unpredictable, and unforeseen 

circumstances or events may sway the 

sentiments and preferences of the electorate. 
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In the scenic town of Mansakonko, the 

political landscape is ablaze with 

anticipation as the impending elections draw 

near. With candidates vying for the coveted 

position of leadership, Mansakonko Area 

Council has become a captivating arena for 

political contenders. The stakes are high, 

and the outcome remains uncertain, as the 

town braces itself for a heated competition.  

Taking center stage in the opinion polls race 

is the United Democratic Party (UDP) 

candidate, the incumbent Landing B. 

Sanneh. Currently holding a prominent 

position in the polls with 39% support, 

Sanneh and the UDP have garnered a 

substantial following within the region.  

However, the battle for Mansakonko Area 

Council is far from one-sided. The situation 

remains fluid, with a significant percentage 

of respondents, 35%, unable to determine 

the likely winner. This uncertainty injects an 

element of intrigue and unpredictability into 

the race, making it a fiercely contested 

affair. 

Challenging the UDP's dominance is the 

National People’s Party (NPP) candidate, 

Kebba Dem. The NPP has made significant 

strides in recent years, presenting itself as a 

viable alternative. With a solid 25% of 

support in the polls, Dem and the NPP have 

managed to build a considerable base of 

followers, posing a strong challenge to the 

UDP's bid for victory. 

 

FINANCIAL INDUCEMENT OF 

OTHER PARTIES’ CANDIDATES 

Regarding financial inducement of other 

parties’ candidates, potential voters’ 

opinions were sought concerning whether 

political parties financially inducing other 

parties' candidates to withdraw from the 

election is good for the country or not. The 

results of the poll indicate that 59% of the 

respondents strongly disagreed that it is 

good for country, 33% disagreed, 3% agreed 

and less than 1% strongly agreed. However, 

5% said they did not know whether political 

parties financially inducing other parties’ 

candidates to withdraw from the election is 

good for the country or not.  

 

COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ON 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCILS 

A legal notice dated 10th February, 2023 was 

issued disclosing that in the exercise of the 

powers conferred on him by the 1997 

Constitution, President Adama Barrow has 

established a Commission of Inquiry into the 

conduct of all Local Government Councils, 

and connected matters2. The Commission is 

authorized to investigate issues including but 

not limited to: (1) “the loans acquired for 

and on behalf of a Local Government 

 

2 https://standard.gm/govt-announces-commission-of-
inquiry-into-local-councils/  

https://standard.gm/govt-announces-commission-of-inquiry-into-local-councils/
https://standard.gm/govt-announces-commission-of-inquiry-into-local-councils/
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Council between the period May, 2018 to 

January, 2023”; (2) “the withdrawal of 

diverse sums of money from a Local 

Government Council bank accounts”; and 

“ascertain whether bank policies were 

followed in the creation and operation of the 

accounts and withdrawal of the funds 

therefrom”; (3) “the increment of salaries 

and allowances of staff and elected officials, 

of a Local Government between the period 

May, 2018 and January, 2023 and ascertain 

whether such increments were done in line 

with applicable procedures and laws”; (4) 

“the general staffing situation of a Local 

Government Council”. While the move to 

establish a Commission of Inquiry into the 

conduct of all Local Government Councils 

will help improve transparency and 

accountability, it came barely three months 

prior to local government elections. This has 

resulted in a public dismay and 

condemnation by GALGA concerning the 

timing of the Commission of Inquiry. 

Gambia Association of Local Government 

Authorities (GALGA) believed the timing of 

the Commission of Inquiry will interfere 

with the upcoming local government 

elections3. Consequently, CepRass opinion 

poll asked respondents regarding both the 

timing and purpose of establishing the 

Commission. 

In this opinion poll, potential voters were 

asked about what they think of the timing of 

the establishment of the Commission of 

Inquiry on Local Councils. The results of the 

poll indicate that 33% of the respondents 

viewed it as extremely inappropriate, 22% 

appropriate, 11% fairly appropriate, while 

9% revealed that it was extremely 

appropriate. However, 25% said they did not 

 
3 https://gainako.com/president-barrow-appoints-two-
npp-banjulians-in-council-commission-of-inquiry/ 

 

know whether the timing of the 

establishment of the Commission of Inquiry 

on Local Councils is appropriate or not.  

 

In this survey, potential voters were asked 

about what they think of the purpose of 

establishing the Commission of Inquiry on 

Local Councils. The results of the poll 

indicate that 58% of the respondents 

observed that it is for the purpose of 

transparency and accountability, 41% said it 

is a witch-hunt, while 31% believed it is for 

the purpose of corruption.  However, 4% 

stated other reasons for the establishment of 

the Commission of Inquiry on Local 

Councils. The implication of these findings 

is that more than half (58) and significant 

percentage (41%) of the respondents 

consider the purpose of establishing the 

Commission of Inquiry on Local Councils to 

be transparency and accountability and 

witch hunt respectively, which indicates 

diverse opinions on the issue among the 

citizens. 
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VOTE BUYING  

In this opinion poll, potential voters were 

asked whether they think vote buying is 

taking place. The survey findings show that 

46% of the respondents reported ‘yes’ vote 

buying is taking place, while 41 said ‘no’ 

and 13% stated they have no idea about the 

issue.  

 

 

CONCLUSION 

To conclude, CepRass poll results reveal the 

outcomes of local government elections in 

Basse and Kanifing with some degree of 

precision that UDP wins Kanifing and 

Mansakonko, respectively, while NPP wins 

in Basse, Janjanbureh, Kerewan, and 

Kuntaur, For Brikama, the degree of 

inconclusiveness is high despite NPP’s 

candidate leading by 2% on intention to 

vote, and UDP’s candidate leading by 1% on 

likely candidate to win. For Banjul, no 

meaningful conclusion can be drawn despite 

UDP’s candidate leading by 3 % on 

intention to vote and 12% on likely 

candidate to win because the degree of 

inconclusiveness is high at 52% and 61% 

undecided on intention to vote and likely 

candidate to win respectively. For the 

establishment of a Commission of Inquiry 

into the conduct of all Local Government 

Councils, 58% of respondents believed it 

was for the purpose of transparency and 

accountability, while 41% perceived it as a 

witch-hunt and 31% believed it is for the 

purpose of corruption.  

Taking together the poll results has provided 

some insights on the direction some of the 

potential outcomes of the upcoming 

elections.  While the results look interesting, 

they must be digested with care and good 

understanding of the various contexts.  
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