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Introduction 
The Gambia, in its more than fifty years of 
nationhood, has just been introduced to 
enhanced democratic institutions that ensure 
the freedom of speech and association, 
allowing every citizen the space to 
communicate his/her views on national 
issues. The 2016 elections were the first time 
that the Gambia changed its political 
leadership through the ballot box. This 
ushered in a new government and their 
constitutional first term ended on 18th 
January 2022. As mandated by the 1997 
constitutions, national assembly members 
must be elected by their respective 
constituencies. The election of the sixth 
national assembly is scheduled to take place 
on the 9th of April 2022.  

The new political dispensation that emerged 
in 2017 has led to the promotion of 
democratic values such as freedom of speech, 
promotion of human rights, independence of 
the judiciary, and political pluralism. The 
latter contributed to the emergence of many 
political parties with competing ideas on the 
governance of the state. Never in the history 
of The Gambia, has there been such several 
political parties. As a result, the upcoming 
parliamentary election will be one of the most 
heavily contested elections in the history of 
The Gambia. For the contest for the national 
assembly to be based on pertinent issues on 
the governance of the country, it must be 
guided by a good understanding of public 
opinion on issues of national interest. In 
consideration of the foregoing, the Center 
for Policy, Research and Strategic Studies 
(CepRass) through the “Opinion Polls and 
CSO Capacity Building” project funded by 
National Endowment for Democracy 
(NED) commissioned the first series of 
political Opinion Poll (OP) research in the 

Gambia to track public perception on issues 
of national interest. OP surveys are very 
popular in modern democracies. Until the 
cepRass’s first and second OPs published on 
1st October and 26th November last year 
respectively, there has been no OP 
conducted that is focused on informing the 
public on pertinent issues concerning an 
election. Hence, this will be the third edition 
of the CepRass OP focused on the 
performance of Barrow government since re-
election and the parliamentary election aimed 
at bringing to light all the key governance 
issues in the run up to the 9th of April polls 
for the purpose of informing the populace, 
political parties, other state, and non-state 
actors.  

Moreover, to strengthen the hard-earned 
democracy in The Gambia, it is imperative 
that issues are crafted with an understanding 
of what most citizens want. Knowledge of 
public opinion on national matters will help 
promote democracy in ensuring that citizens 
hold the leaders accountable for their actions 
by bringing to light their discontentment and 
grievances.  

This report presents the first release of the 
findings from the government performance 
and parliamentary pre-election OP organised 
by CepRass focusing on the parliamentary 
election. The report is structured as follows: 
the methodology of the OP is discussed in 
the next section; followed by presentation of 
the findings from the OP; and the last section 
provides the main takeaways from this third 
round of OP. 

Methodology  
To conduct the parliamentary pre-election 
opinion poll, CepRass followed a sound 
methodological approach that draws on 
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standard scientific practice in opinion poll 
research, which is explained below.  

Design of the Opinion Polls Survey 
The design adapted the recent Integrated 
Household Survey (IHS) with telephone 
numbers as the frame, which comprises of 
14,191 households from eight local 
government areas (LGAs) within forty-eight 
districts in The Gambia. A proportionate 
random sampling design was used, where the 
proportion for each constituency was based 
on the number of registered voters within the 
constituency. That is all constituencies are 
weighted according to their proportion of 
registered voters, so that Kombo South being 
a bigger constituency than Janjanbureh will 
have more respondents that the later.  

Finally, depending on the proportion of 
registered voters in each constituency vis-à-
vis all registered voters a specified number of 
households were randomly selected from 
each district. A total of 1231, which was 
increased to 1354 to account for 
oversampling. Finally, the total of 1354 was 
divided into the 8 LGA, which were later 
divided to 53 constituencies. To account for 
nonresponses, which is usually high in 
telephone surveys, sampling with 
replacement was used. However, 1238 
individuals were interviewed.  

Data Collection Instruments 
Before the data collection, CepRass in 
consultation with NED developed a 
comprehensive questionnaire using Survey 
Solution’s Designer tool. The questionnaire 
is divided into five sections with the main 
sections being assessment of government 
performance post-election and parliamentary 
election.  

Field Exercise 

Prior to data collection, a total of twelve 
enumerators and three supervisors were 
recruited and trained to conduct the data 
collection. After setting up the questionnaire 
on tablets, a two-day training session was 
conducted to familiarise the enumerators 
with the survey instrument and the study 
methodology to avoid mistakes and to ensure 
data quality.  

Finally, a team of twelve enumerators was 
provided airtime on the various cellular 
networks (Africell, Qcell, and Gamcell) to 
call respondents, specifying when a female 
member of the household should be 
interviewed and when a young member of 
the household should be interviewed. The 
data collection started on 21st March 2022 
and ended on 2nd April 2022 covering the 
selected households identified in the 
sampling. Overall, the exercise covered a 
total of 1238 individuals interviewed with 
33% female and 67% male.  

Data Analysis 
The researchers used a computer assisted 
personal interviews (CAPI) to collect the data 
hosted on CepRass’s own cloud server, 
which was retrieved using a format readily 
available for use in STATA. Then STATA 
software (version 17; Start Corp. 2021) was 
used for the analysis, which was entirely 
descriptive. The statistical programme was 
used to generate graphs such as bar and pie 
charts for all the interesting issues on which 
the respondent’s opinion were being sought. 
For clarity, every issue is analysed in the 
context of its past and current environment. 
As the target respondents for the poll were 
likely voters, the analysis is based on 
respondent’s self-report on their willingness 
to vote and considering just the likely voters 
(76% of the respondents). However, the 
assessment of government post-election 
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period was based on all respondents that 
consented to the interview. The detail 
analysis of various modules in the instrument 
are presented in the findings.  

Findings from opinion poll  
In this section, we analysed the findings from 
the opinion poll survey focusing on two key 
issues: assessment of government 
performance, and parliamentary election.  

 

Assessment of Government Performance 
Post-election 

 

Health 
In this section, we analysed the findings from 
the opinion poll survey focusing on two key 
issues: assessment of government 
performance, and parliamentary election.  

 
As indicated in the above bar chart, the 
analysis of government performance has 
taken gender dimension of the perspectives 
of the respondents across the country. 
Overall, regarding peoples’ perspective on 
government plans to increase access to health 
services is moderate with considerable 
percentage above 40 and less than 50 percent. 
Across both males and females more than 40 
percent generally agreed that government 
plans to increase access to health services. On 
the contrary, nearly 40 percent of female and 

more than 40 percent of males respectively 
disagree that government plans to increase 
access to health services. Less than 10 
percent of both females and males strongly 
agree that government plans to increase 
access to health services whilst for those who 
said they have no idea or do not know accounts 

within the range from 5 to 10 percent, 
respectively. Interestingly, insignificant 
number about 2 percent strongly disagree. 

The findings generally revealed that, those 
strongly agreed that government is on course 
to increase access to health services recorded 
4 percent while those who agreed is 44 
percent. By and large 48 percent which is less 
than 50 percent admit government plans to 
increase access to health services with 52 
percent disagree or otherwise with 
government plans with respect to increase 
health services. This analysis is discernible in 
the pie chart shown below. 

 

Government plans to increase access to 
health services by LGA 

This indicator shows that more than 50 
percent and very closed to 60 percent of 
respondents in URR and CRR attest to the 
fact that government is on track to increase 
access to health services. Compare to other 
regions in the country except for BCC all 
disclosed a little above 40 percent and less 
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than 50 percent agreed with governments 
plans to increase health services. Only BCC 
recorded less than 40 percent for government 
plans to increase health services. These 
findings resonates with the fact that the 
ruling party is hugely favoured in URR and 
CRR as the rating of the government on 
these health indicators is highest in these 
regions. 

 
 
To assess the governments overall plan for 
the health sector since re-election, we ask 
respondents to rate the government on a 
scale of excellent, good, no idea, poor or very 
poor.  

 

 
 
The results indicate that nearly an equal 
proportion of respondent (48% vs 46%) 
think that government plans are praiseworthy 
and such as those that view it as a non-starter.  

 
At regional level, URR seem to favour government 
plans more than all the others, while KMC is more 
dissatisfied than all the others.  

 
On the gender dimension, more male seems 
to be unhappy with government health sector 
than female.  

Education 
Education is an important indicator of 
development which is an essential 
component of measuring government’s 
performance by all standards. More 
importantly, linking up the curricular 
activities to labour market demands to make 
it more relevant. It has been observed that 
the Gambia education does not prepare 
students for job market. It is in this regard the 
opinion poll survey sought the perception of 
respondent on it. 

The survey disclosed that nearly 60 percent 
agreed that education doesn’t prepare for job 
market, with 13 percent of the respondents 
strongly agree and 46 percent agreed as can 
be seen in the pie chart below. For those 
interviewed, only 3 percent strongly 
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disagreed followed by 30 percent disagreeing. 
Across the respondent, 9 percent expressed 
that they have no idea or do not know.  

 
 

 
 
Education Does not Prepare for job Market by LGA 
 
This indicator shows that the statement 
varies across all the regions, notwithstanding 
the general trend is that all regions agreed to 
the statement “education doesn’t prepare for 
job market.” Those who strongly agreed, 
NBR recorded the highest followed by BCC, 
KMC, LRR, WCR, CRR and URR in that 
order. For those who agreed, highest 
percentage of those who agreed about sixty is 
recorded in West Coast region, followed by 
CRR, KMC, URR, BCC, LRR and NBR, 
respectively. On contrary, those who strongly 
disagree BCC registered the highest above 10 
percent and under 20 percent followed by 
NBR while KMC registered the least. This is 
a course for concern; hence government 
need to do something to reduce the 
unemployment of the educated in the 
country. 

 

 

 
 
Citizen’s perception of overall government 
plans for education has been evaluated across 
the country. Overall 50 percent said is good 
with only 3 percent considered it excellent. 
Thirty three percent regard it to be poor and 
8 percent evaluated it to be very poor and 9 
percent have no idea or do not know as 
shown in the pie chart below. 

 

 

 

Economy 
Inflation is one of the key macroeconomic 
variables that determines the performance of 
an economy during a particular period, 
usually one year. Though the central bank of 
the Gambia does not follow inflation 
targeting as its monetary policy strategy, the 
ultimate goal of its monetary targeting 
framework is to maintain price stability. 
However, prices have been increasing rapidly 
since the re-election of Barrow in December 
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2021. Inflation rate for January and February 
2022 stood at 16% and 16.4% respectively. 
Food and non-alcoholic beverages inflation 
is even higher at 19.6% and 20.2% during the 
same period. Though the increase in food 
prices is partly attributable to the 
international factors such as the war in 
Ukraine and higher oil prices, many people 
are unhappy with the business community in 
the uncontrollable way that they set prices.  

The government, through the central bank 
and its fiscal policy stands, can trigger price 
stability. For example, the government can 
reduce taxes to trigger reduced prices, or the 
central bank can embark on contractionary 
monetary policy to reduce money supply and 
hence inflation.  

CepRass ask respondents their view on 
whether the new government has done 
enough to stabilise prices. The responses 
indicate that 85% of the respondents either 
disagree or strongly disagree that the 
government has done enough to stabilise 
prices.  

 

The discontentment with the government’s 
effort in stabilising prices is strongest in NBR 
and Banjul, lowest in URR and LRR.  

 

While prices stability is one aspect of 
economic performance, the overall 
performance of the economy would include 
long term goals such as how government 
policies and programs translate into higher 
income and reduced poverty among the 
people. Rating the performance of the 
economy has a bearing on the rate of 
economic growth, the stability of prices and 
exchange rate, the rate of domestic and 
foreign direct investment that helps spur 
growth. The respondents were asked their 
views on the overall performance of the 
economy, and in response they indicate that 
67% hold the view that performance of the 
economy was either poor or very poor, while 
only 26% the performance of the economy is 
either excellent or good.  

 

The dissatisfaction with the performance of 
the economy is strongest in Banjul and CRR, 
lowest in URR.  
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Agriculture 
Agriculture retains a crucial role in economic 
growth in the Gambia, even as the share of 
services in GDP is increasing. Agriculture 
and related industries contribute to economic 
growth, employment, poverty reduction, 
food security, and nutrition. To gauge how 
government is faring in Agriculture, 
participants in the poll were asked how 
government is committed to supporting 
farmers. The pie chart below summarizes the 
findings. 

 

Interestingly, a substantial majority of the 
respondents (about 54%) reported that they 
either disagree or strongly disagree while 33% 
either agree or strongly agree that 
government is committed to supporting 
farmers. This disagreement is high in all the 
regions especially LRR.  

 

Over the years the country's groundnut 
export has been declining, thus affecting the 
price of other commodities in the market. 
Farmers in The Gambia have said in the past 
that they will not sell their groundnuts to 
government on the grounds that government 
usually buys their groundnuts at a very low 
price. 

 

The results from this poll on the handling of 
groundnut sales is not satisfactory are 
presented in the pie chart above. About 53% 
reported that they either agree or strongly 
agree that the government handling of 
groundnut sales is not satisfactory. About 
32% of the poll participants either disagree or 
strongly disagree that government handling 
of groundnut sales not satisfactory. Only 
15% of the respondents reported that they do 
not know. Overall, the results revealed 
Farmer’s dissatisfaction on government 
handling of groundnut sales. 



CEPRASS 9 

 

 

 

Security 
Crime levels in the Gambia have been 
relatively low historically, with the most 
common problems remaining petty theft and 
minor assaults in crowded places and tourist-
frequented areas, including beaches. 
However, the National Guard was called on 
in June 2021 to stage day and night patrols in 
multiple areas in support of the police, in 
response to a surge in murder and armed 
robbery.  

 

This section of the report explores the 
reform in security sector, looking at the level 
of domestic crime rate, satisfaction with 
ECOMIG forces and whether if 
Government is still interested in Security 
Sector Reform (SSR). 

The data shows that the level of domestic 
crime rate is a course for concern. About 
76% have reported that the level of domestic 
crime rate has either increased or increased 

rapidly with only 14% reporting that it has 
either decreased or decreased drastically.  

 

 

Generally, therefore, Gambians seem to be 
very worried about domestic crimes even 
though only 9% are indifferent with the level 
of domestic crime rate. In all the regions, 
increased or increased rapidly on the level of 
domestic crime rate is high. However, URR 
reported the highest level of decreased in the 
level of domestic crime rate. 

 

The ECOMIG peacekeeping force has 
remained at President Barrow’s request, but 
his second election victory has already 
triggered its disbanding. Regarding the 
satisfaction with ECOMIG forces, the study 
revealed more than half (55%) said they are 
either dissatisfied or very dissatisfied, while 
less than one third (29%) are either satisfied 
or very satisfied. In all the regions, 
dissatisfaction level is high. However, URR 
has the highest satisfaction level.  



CEPRASS 10 

 

 

Security sector reforms (SSR) have been 
implemented in The Gambia since 2017, 
including in the military, police, and 
intelligence services. Policy frameworks have 
also been developed. Navigating SSR in The 
Gambia is a complex task due to the 
multiplicity of SSR support programmes 
being implemented by a range of actors, from 
national stakeholders to bilateral partners, 
international civil society, and multilateral 
organisations.  

 

 

 

This poll revealed that 41% of the 
respondents either Disagree or Strongly 
Disagree that Government is still interested 
in SSR. However, 34% either agree or 
strongly agree that Government is still 
interested in SSR. In all the regions, there are 
high level of disagreement on whether the 
Government is still interested in SSR. 

 

 

Decentralisation 
This reform has gained prominence in the 
last two decades in the Gambia since 2002 
when it was enacted as a law. This was as 
results of centralized governments are 
perceived to be abusive, corrupt and 
portraying few incentives to be accountable 
to citizens. Also bringing the government 
‘closer to the people,’ decentralisation is 
anticipated to establish democratic 
governance that enhances allocative 
efficiency, promotes productive efficiency by 
fostering public accountability and reducing 
bureaucratic red tape and induces public 
accountability by shifting political power 
downwards. In effect the Gambia as a 
developing country have decentralised their 
political, and administrative functions from 
the central to the local level, with high and 
increasing hopes of responding efficiently to 
the demands of the local electorate. 
Decentralised structures have been 
established such as Village Development 
committees and Ward committees at the 
Council levels across the country using 
deconcentration mode of decentralisation 
holding onto resources. This left the 
Councils handicap as the central government 
did not allow for Devolution with fiscal type 
of decentralisation. In this regard the opinion 
poll assesses the perception of respondents 
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on the functionality of local governance 
across the LGAs.  

 
 
 
As indicated in the above pie chart, 
respondent’s perceptions were sought on the 
statement “government not interested in 
subventing Local Governments.” The 
findings disclosed that 45 percent agreed 
while 17 percent disagreed with 38 percent 
have no idea or do not know. This implies 
that government is not interested in 
subventing Local governments which 
consequently will impact on the democratic 
dispensation, political pluralism, and 
fundamental human right of citizens. 

 

The perception of respondents on this 
indicator across the local government areas 
varies, however majority attest to the fact that 
the government indicates its unwillingness to 
subvent local governments. As outlined in 
the multiple bar chart most of them agreed 
government is not interested. This is clearly 
discernible in all regions especially in KMC, 
WCR, NBR, LRR, CRR and URR recording 
the least which is not surprising as the region 
is the strong hold of the President. It is 
interesting to note that substantial number of 
respondents have no knowledge of the 
governance system more so in URR with 60 

percent. This is something the National 
Assembly needs to look at. 

 

 
 
This is another important dimension of 
empowering Local Government 
functionality, since governance need 
institutions, processes, and procedures to be 
more effective. It is in this vein the statement 
was posed to the respondents sought their 
perception on this issue.  

 
It can be observed from the pie chart that 49 
percent which comprises 8 percent strongly 
agreed, and 41 percent agreed, respectively. 
Only 1 percent strongly disagreed, and 17 
percent disagreed. Considerable number 34 
percent opined that they have no knowledge 
of the issue under discussion. 

 

International Relations 
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Leadership plays a significant role in 
determining the process and direction of a 
country’s foreign relations. This is because 
foreign policies emanate from the high table 
of leaders who determine how they are 
packaged and implemented. It has been 
posited that foreign policy of any country is a 
function of the leader in power.  

 

When the new government came into power, 
they have signed number of bilateral 
agreements including granting Fishing 
License to EU and China. This led to 
concerns raised by the right groups especially 
on environmental pollution. Communities 
protested the presence of these foreign 
fishermen in their areas. 

 

In this poll, potential voters were asked about 
the Government’s action of granting Fishing 
License to EU and China. About 11% have 
reported that Government action of granting 
Fishing License to EU and China was either 
good or excellent with whopping 81% 

reporting that it was either poor or very poor. 
Generally, therefore, electorates in all the 
regions seem to be very unhappy with the 
way the Government granted Fishing 
License to EU and China. 

 

What do you think about Gambia’s bilateral 
relations with its neighbour, Senegal? During 
the 22-year rule of the former president, 
Yahya Jammeh, relations between the two 
countries were highly volatile.  

 

Bilateral relations with Senegal have been 
particularly strained. In a positive sign, both 
countries were quick to announce 
improvements in their relationship following 
Mr. Barrow's victory.  

The electorates perception on Gambia’s 
bilateral relations with Senegal is shown in 
the pie chart above. While half (50%) of the 
participants in the poll said they think the 
bilateral relations is Exploitative of Gambia, 
only 11% think that the bilateral relations are 
exploitative of Senegal. About one third 
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(34%) said is mutually beneficial. Overall, 
half of the electorates believed that the 
relationship is not beneficial to the Gambia, 
and this resonates across the regions. 

Judicial System 
How satisfied are you with the Supreme 
Court ruling of the post-election allegation 
against IEC and President? 

 

The judiciary is the third branch of 
government responsible for the 
interpretation of the law. As the main check 
on an executive branch, a resolute judiciary is 
one which any ordinary citizens can protect 
his or her civil rights. Judicial independence 
is recognized in many international and 
regional human rights instruments as one of 
the cornerstones of good governance. 

 

 

Gambia's Supreme Court dismissed a legal 
challenge to President Adama Barrow's 
recent election victory, ruling that the 
petition had not followed proper procedure. 
In the recent polls, electorates were asked 
how satisfied they with supreme court are 
ruling of the post-election allegation against 
the IEC and the President.  

 

The opinions of the participants are 
summarized in the pie chart above. 
Accordingly, 48% of the electorates are either 
satisfied or very satisfied on the court’s ruling 
on post-election allegation. About 42% either 
dissatisfied or very dissatisfied that the 
court’s ruling on post-election allegation. 
This is reflected in all the regions. 

 

It is beyond dispute that judicial 
independence is a prerequisite for a society to 
operate on the basis of the rule of law and is 
essential for the purpose of maintaining 
public confidence in the judiciary. 
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The electorates perception on the trust of the 
judiciary is shown in the pie chart above. 
While 60% of the participants in the poll said 
they trust the Gambia’s Judiciary system, only 
40% did not trust the Judiciary. Overall, most 
of the electorates are confident in the 
Gambia’s Judiciary system. 

Cross-cutting Issues 
Crosscutting issues are issues that touch on 
general principles that should be considered 
at every stage of the planning and strategy 
process. They include those whose relevance 
or importance is not restricted solely to one 
sector, but which transcend or “cut across” 
multiple sectors. Such Cross-cutting issues 
includes environment, gender equality, 
youth, women, and climate change among 
others are relevant to all aspects of 
development. Environment and 
development should be seen as the same 
thing. Long term development is not possible 
if rivers are polluted, the climate is changing, 
soil depleted, and biodiversity destroyed as a 
result. For example, the consequences of 
climate change are not limited to just the 
environment but have an impact on all 
aspects of urban development, such as 
planning, economic development, and 
housing. 

This means that users must take into account 
crosscutting issues in each phase of the 
planning cycle. The mainstreaming effort 
serves to strengthen programmatic synergies 
while ensuring that project outcomes reach 
all intended beneficiaries, particularly persons 
in vulnerable situations. It also implies that 
users conduct relevant analyses and studies as 
a basis for integrating a crosscutting issue 
into the design of their policies and 
programmes. 

In view of the above, the opinion poll survey 
considers crosscutting issues as essential 
component to seek respondents’ perception 
with regards to how they impact on 
development. Hence, the survey sought 
citizens’ perception on women leadership in 
the Gambia. 

As highlighted in the pie chart below, the 
findings revealed 49 percent of the 
respondents believed that government is not 
committed to women in leadership which 
comprises 7 percent strongly agree, and 42 
percent agree, respectively. For those 
disagreeing constitutes 35 percent with only 
2 percent strongly disagrees. For those who 
have no knowledge about crosscutting issues 
account for 16 percent, respectively.  

 

Government’s Performance on youth 
development 

 

In this survey, an assessment of 
government’s performance on youth 
development was sought for since the re-
election of the president. 

The perception of the respondents on this 
indicator is generally low accounting for 36 
percent consisting of 3 percent claimed 
excellent while 33 percent confirmed it as 
good. On the other hand, 52 percent declared 
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it poor with 10 percent expressed very poor 
and 42 poor, only 11 percent said they have 
no idea or do not know. Thus, there is need for 
improvement on youth issues.  

 

Government’s Performance on youth 
development. 

This indicator is analysed by age-group using 
multiple bar chart. Generally, the findings 
indicate that age-group 45 to 54 cohort 
considers youth development as good 
followed by 55 and above, 35 to 44, 25 to 34 
and 18 to 24 age groups respectively. All 
these age-groups expressed very low 
percentage for excellent with lowest for 25 to 
34 age cohort less than 3 percent. 

 
Assessment of government’s Performance 
on Youth Development by LGA 

 

The opinion survey Assessed government’s 
performance on youth development across 
the LGAs, shows that URR and CRR 
registered the highest, above 40 percent as 
good, followed by WCR and BCC accounting 
for nearly 40 percent. Lower River Region 
recorded the lowest percentage about twenty 
followed by NBR and KMC above 20 and 
below 40 percent as good, respectively.  

 
Government’s commitment to addressing 
Corruption in The Gambia. 

 

The issue of corruption as a national concern 
was also raised during opinion survey to 
assess what steps in place to deal with. As 
outlined in the pie chart as the results of the 
findings, 66 percent of the respondents 
agreed that government is committed to 
addressing corruption. This comprises 28 
percent strongly agree government is 
committed to tackle corruption while 38 
percent agree government is committed to 
address it. On the other hand, 23 percent 
disagree of this only 5 percent strongly 
disagree with the statement that government 
is committed to deal with corruption and 11 
percent said they do not know or no idea 
about corruption. See pie chart below for 
details. 
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Government’s commitment to tackling 
corruption in The Gambia by Age-group 
 
This section of the opinion poll survey 
revealed that generally the respondents 
agreed that government is committed to 
addressing corruption across all age cohorts. 
The multiple bar chart below shows that 35 
to 44 age-group recorded the highest above 
40 percent agreed that government is 
committed to address corruption, followed 
by 45 to 54 and 18 to 24 age groups registered 
nearly 40 percent respectively. Similarly, 25 to 
34 and 55 and above age cohorts echoed the 
same sentiments with 30 percent and above 
but less than 40 agreed that government is 
committed to tackling corruption.  
 

 
Government’s Commitment to Tackling 
Corruption in The Gambia 

 
The issue of government’s commitment to 
dealing with corruption by LGA has been 
evaluated across all regions in the country. 
The findings show that WCR and KMC 
recorded the highest with a little above 50 
and nearly 50 percent respectively. In the 
same vein, CRR and NBR registered 40 
percent of respondents agree that 
government is committed to deal with 
corruption. The remaining regions BCC, 
LRR and URR all recorded a little above 30 
percent.  
 

Parliamentary Election 
Voter turnout for elections, especially for 
non-presidential elections like National 
Assembly (NA) elections, has always been a 
concern in The Gambia. The past 
presidential election, where over 89% of a 
record number of registered voters (962,157) 
turned out to vote, is an exception in this 
regard. However, given that the 2021 
presidential election was the first post-
dictatorship election in The Gambia, there 
was a lot of enthusiasm among the 
electorates to participate in the political 
process. Hence, it is not too surprising that 
voter turnout in this election, which the 
incumbent won with over 50% of the votes, 
was high.  
In this survey, respondents were asked how 
likely it is that they will vote in the NA 
Election. About 76% of Respondents 
indicated that they are almost certain to vote 
in the upcoming NA election. The rest of the 
respondents (24%) are either not certainly or 
reported that it is unlikely for them to vote in 
the NA election. This result shows that voter 
turnout in the upcoming NA election is likely 
to be lower than the voter turnout in the last 
presidential (about 89%). 
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Voter apathy is higher for NA election than 
presidential elections, which can be attributed 
to the following: (1) lack of interest in the 
political process for electorates whose 
party/candidate of choice fails to win in the 
presidential elections; (2) lack of trust of the 
political process; (3) Lack of awareness on 
the importance of the NA assembly election; 
(4) Perception that is a lower stake election; 
among others. This issue might come to play 
also in the upcoming election.  
 

Perception on IEC and the NA Election 
Nomination of candidates is a key 
component of any electoral process. Only 
nominated candidate can contest in election. 
In the Gambia, the Independent Electoral 
commission (IEC) is responsible for 
organizing all national elections. Hence, they 
are also responsible for vetting candidates to 
determine whether they certify the minimum 
requirements to contest for the election they 
have interest in participating based on the 
constitution and other by laws governing 
elections in The Gambia. According to the 
1997 Constitution, person is qualified for 
election to NA if he/she satisfy the 
following: (a) A citizen of the Gambia; (b) has 
attained the age of twenty-one years; (c) is 
resident in a constituency for a year before 
nomination day; (d) speaks English with a 
degree of proficiency sufficient to enable 

person to take part in the proceedings of the 
National Assembly; among others.  

Graph below shows results on the 
respondent’s satisfaction on the way IEC 
handled the NA candidate’s nomination 
process.  About 63% of the respondents are 
either very satisfied or satisfied with IEC 
handling of the nomination process. Only 
10% of respondents are either dissatisfied or 
very dissatisfied with IEC’s handling of the 
process. Therefore, the results indicate that 
electorates are generally happy with the way 
the IEC handled the nomination process.   

 

Furthermore, respondents were also asked 
whether IEC can be trusted to organize a free 
and fair election. An overwhelming majority 
of respondents (66%) strongly agreed and 
agreed that IEC can be trusted to organize a 
free and fair election. Only 17% of 
respondents strongly disagreed and disagreed 
that the IEC can be trusted to organize a free 
and fair election. Although, the IEC has 
received heavy criticism from some sections 
of the voting population, the results from this 
poll show that a good proportion of 
electorates still have confidence in the 
election body. This level of trust in the IEC 
is important for the credibility of the electoral 
process. No election will be judged free and 
fair if the referee, which is the electoral body, 
cannot be trusted to organize a free and fair 
election.  
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Another important indicator of credibility of 
the nomination process is whether all 
candidates were treated fairly during the 
process. Hence, this poll also collected 
information on respondents’ perception on 
whether all candidates were fairly treated 
during the nomination process. The results 
are reported in the graph below. 

A substantial majority of respondents (about 
63%) reported that they strongly agreed and 
agreed that all candidates were treated fairly 
during the nomination process. About 11% 
of respondents disagreed and agreed that 
their candidates were treated fairly while 28% 
of respondents reported that they have no 
idea regarding the treatment received by the 
candidates.  

Overall, the results above highlights that 
most electorates are happy with the 
nomination process of candidates vying for 
constituency seats in the upcoming NA 
election. 

 

Perception on National Assembly Matters 
Due to poor civic education on the role of 
national assembly members, many electorates 
vote but are not aware of what a NAM is 
supposed to be doing. To assess this, in the 
survey respondents were asked what they 
think is the role of a NAM. In response, the 
most understood role of the NAMs among 
the electorates is passing bills, while advising 
the president and keeping oversight of public 
account are not well understood roles of 
NAMs. Additionally, while attracting 
development projects is not a statutory role 
of a NAM, majority (68%) of electorates have 
misunderstood this as a role of a NAM. 
About one in every three electorates 
understands that it is the role of the NAMs 
to keep an oversight of revenue raise 
proposals and government.  

 

The constitution of the Gambia has provided 
for independent candidates to vie for 
presidential election as well as for 
parliamentary election. The introduction of 
democracy in the political space means that 
more freedom to contest political positions at 
all levels under organised political parties or 
through independent candidacy. This has led 
to a proliferation of the number of candidates 
that via for national assembly membership 
through their constituencies. According to 
IEC reports, a record number of 252 
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candidates were nominated to contest for the 
53 NA seats in the upcoming NA election. 
Furthermore, 167 of the candidates were 
nominated under political parties while 
eighty-five were nominated as independent 
candidates. However, while 92% of the 
candidates were men only 8% of nominated 
candidates were women, which shows a huge 
gender disparity in political participation. 
This is supporting the call by gender activist 
for affirmative action to increase women 
presence in key decision roles. 

In the poll respondents were asked on the 
reason for more candidates vying for NA 
seats, and their response indicate that 
widening democracy, increased awareness 
and proliferation of political parties are the 
main reasons for the increased number of 
NAM aspirants. Increased advocacy and 
more youth/women participation are the 
least mentioned reasons for vying for NA 
seats.  

 

Apart from the general increased in the 
number of candidates vying in the 
parliamentary election, we have seen an 
upsurge in the number of independent 
candidates that vie for NA seat. The reason 
for this was asked of the electorates in the 
OP, and their responses indicate majority 
(53%) think that they (independent 
candidates) have different agendas. Only 

23% believe that independent candidates vie 
for independence because they lack a part to 
join, and a non-trivial (16%) proportion of 
the respondents reported that they have no 
idea.  

 

During the past 5 years the Gambia 
government has invested a lot of resources 
into developing a constitution which was 
never passed after it failed to pass the first 
reading of NA. The much-awaited electoral 
reform bill was also not passed by the last 
NAMs as well as the anticorruption bill. 
Electorates were asked what is the most 
pressing issue that the new NAMs should 
address, and their responses indicate that the 
anti-corruption bill at 78%, followed by 
constitutional amendment at 64%, and then 
electoral reforms at 43%. The least pressing 
issue that respondents think that the new 
NAMs/parliament should address is to 
repeal public order act at 31%.  
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Satisfaction with Performance of Fifth 
Legislature 

With the introduction of a new constitution 
in 1997, a new legislature was constituted, 
which became the first legislature under the 
second republic. Since then, there has been 
five legislatures under the second republic (4 
during the Yahya Jammeh’s era and one 
under the current era of Adama Barrow). As 
the first legislature after the fall of a 
dictatorial regime in the Gambia, Gambians 
had expected a lot from the five fifth 
legislature whose term ended in March 2022. 
The high expectation was in part due to the 
promises made by the coalition government 
that defeated Jammeh in the 2016 
presidential poll. The coalition government 
was elected under the premise that it will 
deliver several reforms to Gambians that will 
be aimed at restoring democratic principles 
of governance in The Gambia, especially in 
areas such as human rights, government 
accountability, freedom of expression, 
among others. Against this backdrop some 
key reforms were promised by the coalition 
government such as delivery of a new 
constitution, repeal of repressive laws such as 
the Public Order Act, changing electoral 
laws, fighting corruption, security sector 
reform, etc. The legislative body responsible 
for passing Bills was therefore crucial in the 
achievement of the reforms promised. As a 
result, a lot of people placed high hopes on 
the legislature. While the fifth legislature have 
worked hard to leave up to the expectation of 
citizens, yet some Gambians are still not 
impressed by the performance of the 
outgoing NA Members (NAMs).  

Therefore, this poll also gauged respondent’s 
perception on the performance of the 
previous NAMs. The results are summarized 

in the bar chart below. Overall, majority of 
respondents (about 45%) reported that the 
performance of the previous NAMs was 
good with 3% reporting that it was excellent. 
Although, majority of respondents are 
satisfied with the performance of the fifth 
legislature, a substantial proportion of 
respondents (37%) indicated their 
performance is very poor and poor. About 
14% of respondents reported that they have 
no idea. Since most of the respondents 
mentioned Anticorruption legislature and 
constitutional amendment as the two most 
critical issues that the sixth legislature should 
focused, the huge proportion of unfavorable 
rating by the previous NAMs can be 
attributed to the fact that they have not being 
able to deliver on these two critical issues to 
voters.  

 

Intention to Vote on National 
Assembly Candidates 

In this round of opinion poll, respondents 
were also asked on their intention to vote for 
NA candidates in their constituency. 
However, given that a high proportion of 
respondents have not revealed their intention 
to vote, the results on this are reported 
assuming different scenarios based on the 
proportion of respondents not disclosing 
their voting intention. Scenario one is where 
there is no restriction on the proportion of 
respondents not disclosing their intention to 
vote. In Scenario 2, the likely winners on the 
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intention to vote is restricted to 
constituencies where the proportion of 
respondents not disclosing their intention to 
vote is below 50%. Under Scenario 3, the 
likely winners on the intention to vote is 
restricted to constituencies where the 
proportion of respondents not disclosing 
their intention to vote is below 30%. Given 
that the second-round opinion poll results on 
the intention to vote for presidential 
candidates was about 24%, the pollsters 
consider the scenario three covering just 
fourteen constituencies (only 26% of 
contested seats) as the strongest prediction of 
the likely winner on the intention to vote 
from the poll.  

There results for scenario one is reported in 
Table 1 below. Overall, the intention to vote 
under this scenario indicates that six political 
parties and four independent candidates 
leads in on the intention to vote in forty-three 
constituencies: APRC (1); NPP (16); NRP (5); 
PDOIS (2); PPP (1); and UDP (14). However, 
under this scenario ten constituencies were 
inconclusive as the at least two candidates 
tied on the intention to vote based on the poll 
results. Hence, under this scenario, NPP 
candidates leads on the intention to vote in 
more constituencies followed by UDP and 
NRP.  

Although under scenario one, all the fifty-
three constituencies are considered and ten 
are inconclusive, there is also a high 
proportion of respondents not disclosing 
their intention to vote in some of the 
constituencies.  

Table 1: Tabulation of Number of Seats likely to be won by 
Independent Candidates/Parties Based on Intention to Vote 
(Scenario 1)    

Candidate or 
Party 

No. of 
Constituencie

s 

Percent 
of seats 

in 
consider

ed 
Independent  4 7.54 
APRC 1 1.89 
Inconclusive 10 18.87 
NPP 16 30.19 
NRP 5 9.43 
PDOIS 2 3.77 
PPP 1 1.89 
UDP 14 26.42 
Total 53 100.00 

Note: this is without considering the high proportion of respondents indicating 
that their vote is a secret.  

The results for scenario two are reported in 
Table 2 below. Under this scenario, the 
results on the intention to vote is reported for 
thirty-six constituencies (68% of available 
seats). Under this scenario, a NPP candidate 
leads on the intention to vote in 12 
constituencies: Old Yundum, Busumbala, 
Jokadu, Illiasa, Central Baddibu, Niamina East, 
Basse, Tumana, Kantora, Sandu, Wuli West, and 
Wuli East  

Under this scenario, a UDP candidate leads 
the intention to vote also in 12 
constituencies: Latrikunda Sabiji, Jeshwang, 
Sanneh Mentereng, Kombo South, Brikama North, 
Brikama South, Kombo East, Lower Baddibu, 
Jarra West, Jarra Central, Kiang East, and Kiang 
West. A NRP candidate leads the intension to 
vote in Sabach Sanjal, Niamina Dankunku, 
Upper Saloum, and Nianija. A PDOIS and PPP 
candidate leads only in Serrekunda and Banjul 
Central, respectively. Two independent 
candidates lead on the intention to vote in 
Kiang Central and Niani. In four of the 
remaining constituencies (Upper Niumi, 
Serrekunda West, Jarra East, and Niamina West) 
the results were inconclusive.  

Table 2: Tabulation of Number of Seats likely to be won by 
Independent Candidates/Parties Based on Intention to Vote 
(Scenario 2)    

Candidate or 
Party 

No. of 
Constituencies 

Percent 
of seats in 
considere

d  
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NPP 12 33.33 
NRP 4 11.11 
PDOIS 1 2.78 
PPP 1 2.78 
UDP 12 33.33 
Independent 2 5.56 
Inconclusive 4 11.11 
 Total 36 100.00 

Note: this is considering constituencies where the proportion of respondents 
indicating that their vote is a secret is less than 50%.  

The results under scenario three are reported 
in Table 3 below. Under this scenario, the 
intention of vote is reported only for 
fourteen constituencies as these were the 
constituencies where the proportion of 
respondents interviewed not willing to 
disclose their intention to vote is less than 
30%.  

A NPP candidate leads the intention to vote 
in 7 constituencies (Busumbala, Jokadu, Illiasa, 
Niamina East, Basse, Tumana, and Kantora). The 
NRP leads on two constituencies (Sabach 
Sanjal and Niamina Dankunku). The UDP 
candidate leads the intention to vote in 4 
constituencies (Kombo East, Lower 
Baddibu, Jarra West, and Jarra Central). 
Under this scenario, only one of the 
constituencies (Jarra East) is inconclusive.  

Table 3: Tabulation of Number of Seats likely to be won by 
Independent Candidates/Parties Based on Intention to Vote 
(Scenario 3)    

Candidate or 
Party 

No. of 
Constituencies Percent 

NPP 7 50.00 
NRP 2 14.29 
UDP 4 28.57 
Inconclusive  1 7.14 
Total 14 100.00 

Note: this is considering constituencies where the proportion of respondents 
indicating that their vote is a secret is less than 30%.  

Generally, the results on the intention to vote 
are seemingly in favour of NPP winning the 
majority of seats in Saturday’s polls. In all the 
scenarios except scenario two, NPP 
candidates won the intention to vote in 
majority of the constituencies considered. 

Furthermore, the results show that NPP 
candidates are likely to win more seats in the 
rural than urban Gambia. Also, the 
opposition is likely to win more seats in the 
Kanifing and Brikama local government 
areas than in other local government areas. 
Interestingly, none of the GDC candidates 
have won on the intention to vote of 
respondents surveyed in any of the 
constituencies. Hence, this poll did not 
reflect their perceived strength as a big 
opposition especially judging by their 
performance in the 2016 and 2017 elections. 
However, their performance in the past 
presidential election was also below their 
performance in the 2016 presidential 
election.  

However, one must also interpret the results 
on the intention to vote with care keeping in 
mind that the proportion of respondents not 
disclosing their intention to vote is high in 
some of the constituencies. In Janjanbureh 
constituency for instance, the poll covered 
two respondents, and both said their 
intention to vote is a secret. Therefore, the 
results here must be interpreted with such 
caveat in mind.  

 

Key Takeaways 
In this section, the main takeaways from this 
round of the polls are summarized by main 
theme of the report. 

Assessing the New Government 
 Nearly an equal proportion of 

households agreed and disagreed that the 
new government has good plans to 
increase access to health care and 
improve overall health performance. 
Respondents in URR gave more 
favourable rating to the new government 
on health performance, while 
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respondents in KM gave the highest 
unfavourable rating of the new 
government the health indicator.  

 Majority of respondents indicated that 
government’s plan for education is good 
or excellent. However, only few of the 
respondents reported that the current 
education system prepares people for the 
job market, and this view is strongest in 
urban areas of the country (WCR, KM, 
and BCC).  

 A significant majority (85%) of the 
respondents, across all regions, believe 
that the government has not done 
enough to stabilise prices. Moreover, 
67% believe that the performance of the 
economy is not satisfactory. Respondents 
in Banjul are more dissatisfied with the 
new government performance in 
economy than in other regions.  

 Most respondents (54%) disagreed and 
strongly disagreed that the new 
government is interested in helping 
farmers, which is strongest in the farming 
communities of LRR and NBR. 
Furthermore, 53% of respondents 
believe that government’s handling of 
groundnut sales is not satisfactory.  

 Domestic crime is increasing and 
increasing rapidly according to 76% of 
the respondents, which is highest in KM, 
CRR, and BCC. Dissatisfaction with the 
ECOMIG forces is greatest in WCR and 
LRR.  Nationally, 55% of respondents 
are not happy with their presence against 
29% that are satisfied and very satisfied 
with ECOMIG forces stay in the 
country. In the same vein, more 
respondents believe that the new 
government is now not interested in the 
security sector reform.  

 Majority of respondents hold the view 
that government is not interested in 

subventing or strengthening local 
government structures.  

 A substantial majority of respondents in 
the poll (81%) disapprove of the 
government decision to grant fishing 
license to EU and China, while half of the 
respondent believe that the Gambia-
Senagalo relationship is exploitative of 
The Gambia.  

 Trust of the judiciary remain high as 60% 
of respondents reported that the system 
can be trusted. Furthermore, majority of 
the respondents believe that the supreme 
court’s ruling on election allegation was 
satisfactory and very satisfactory.  

 Considerable proportion of respondents 
included in this poll (47%) hold the view 
that government is not committed to 
women leadership while 35% hold a 
different view to the majority. 

 Overall government performance on 
youth development is rated as poor and 
very poor by majority of the respondents. 

Parliamentary Elections 
 While the likelihood of voting in the 

upcoming NA election is high, the poll 
results show that it will not be as high as 
in the presidential election. Hence voter 
apathy in the NA election is likely to still 
remain.  

 Majority of the respondents included in 
the poll still trust the ability of the IEC to 
organize free and fair elections. Most 
respondents (about 63%) were satisfied 
with IEC handling of the NA election 
nomination process. Furthermore, there 
is high agreement among respondents 
that all candidates were treated fairly by 
the IEC during the nomination process.  

 Most respondents understanding of the 
role of NAMs is passing bills and 
bringing development projects to their 
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constituencies, despite the latter not a 
constitutional mandate of NAM.  

 Widening democracy and increased 
awareness are the leading reasons for 
more vying for NA elections according to 
majority of respondents. 

 Most respondents believe that more 
independent candidates are vying for NA 
elections because they have a different 
agenda (53%) and because of their 
egocentric nature (45%). 

 Most respondents view anticorruption 
legislature (78%) and constitutional 
amendments (64%) as the most critical 
issues that the sixth legislature should 
address.  

 While the performance of the fifth 
legislature was rated as good by majority 
of the respondents (45%), a substantial 
proportion of respondents (about 37%) 
reported that their performance was 
either poor or very poor.  

 Intention to vote for candidates in the 
NA election was analysed under three 
scenarios. In all the scenarios an NPP 
candidate leads on the intention to vote 
in majority of the constituencies followed 
by UDP and NRP. The other parties that 
have a candidate leading the intention to 
vote in at least a constituency are APRC, 
PDOIS, and PPP. 

  However, in most of the constituencies 
the proportion of respondents not 
disclosing their intention to vote (i.e., said 
is a secret) was very high. Hence, the 
results on the intention to vote must be 
interpreted with such caveat in mind.  

 

 


