ANALYSIS OF DATA FROM THE GBOS HIGH FREQUENCY SURVEY

This is the Results of the data from the wave 2 of the High Frequency Survey on the COVID-19 Impacts on
Households. The data is collected by GBoS but analyzed by the team of researchers from CepRass. A sub-sample
of 1385 households of the Labor Force Survey (LFS) were interviewed by phone between August and October.
The results are representative at the national level and at strata level (Banjul and Kanifing agglomeration, other
urban areas, rural areas).

HOUSEHOLD ASSESSMENT OF GOVERNMENT MEASURES TO MITIGATE THE IMPACT OF
COVID-19 IN THE GAMBIA

The GBoS high frequency survey also gauged household satisfaction with the government measures to mitigate
the impact of COVID-19 on households and students in the diaspora. In particular, the perception on the
following measures were assessed: food assistance; health sector support; aid to Gambian students in the
diaspora; aid to businesses in difficulty; job protection; and job protection. On the food aid, about 62 percent
of households in the Greater Banjul (Kanifing & Banjul), Brikama, and Kerewan reported that they are satisfied
with the government food aid with. Furthermore, the level of satisfaction with the food aid is higher for
households in Kerewan, followed by Brikama and then Kanifing. Therefore, evidence from the GBOS survey
generally agrees with the evidence from our survey. However, the level of dissatisfaction with the food aid is
higher for the GBoS respondents.

As part of the efforts to reduce the economic impact of the pandemic, especially the containment measures
introduced by the government, the government aided some businesses. The satisfaction of households in the
four LGAs studied in this round is high; about 61 percent of respondents are satisfied with this assistance. Across
LGAs, there is little difference in the level of satisfaction with this government response. Although, the difference
is not substantial, the households in urban areas are more satisfied with this assistance.

The government through the ministry of higher education also provided support to Gambia students in the
Diaspora. Respondents were asked whether they were satisfied with government providing such an assistance.
Overall satisfaction with this aid in the four LGAs is 51 percent among the respondents in this survey with most
households in the rural areas more dissatisfied with the assistance. This might be attributed to the rural and
urban divide in the access to higher education and hence households in the urban areas are more likely to benefit
from this aid.
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In this survey, the respondents were also asked about their satisfaction with the government responses for the
health sector. In all the LGAs, about 68 percent of households reported that they are satisfied with the
government support to the health sector while 32 percent said are not satisfied, which is substantial. The rate
of satisfaction with the government COVID-19 health response is higher with households in the urban than in
the rural areas, although the difference is not substantial. Across LGA, households in Brikama are more satisfied,



followed by household in Kanifing, Kerewan, and Banjul. The differences are not substantial, which highlights
that there is some uniformity in perception on this aid across the country.

Also, among the different measures, the households in the four regions are more satisfied with the government
health sector support, followed by food aid and job protection with the free water and electricity being the most
unpopular government measures with the respondents.

HOUSEHOLD SATISFACTION WITH GOVERNMENT MEASURES TO MITIGATE THE
IMPACT OF COVID-19 IN THE GAMBIA

Gambia government has taken several measures to mitigate the impact of Covid-19 since its outbreak in the
country. Specifically, awareness campaigns to familiarize people about the realities of Covid-19, ban on public
gatherings, reducing the non-essential staff from reporting to workplaces, closure of schools, ban on travelling,
and closure of places of worships such as masjids and churches. The World Bank high frequency data on Covid-
19, collected by the Gambia Bureau of Statistics (GBOS), ask households about their assessment of the measures
taken by the government and their responses are reported in the different waves. In the analysis of wave 2 data
for Banjul, Kanifing, Brikama, and Kerewan area councils are presented below on the various sub-headings.

The households were asked if they are satisfied with the measure’s government took to mitigate the effect of
Covid-19, with the measures taken ranging from awareness campaigns to familiarize people about the realities
of Covid-19, ban on public gatherings, reducing the non-essential staff from reporting to workplaces, closure of
schools, ban on travelling, and closure of places of worships such as masjids and churches. The responds indicate
that 92 percent of households in four regions (Banjul, Kanifing, Brikama, and Kerewan) are satisfied with the
awareness campaign, which does not differ at the level of regions and that the level of dissatisfaction is higher
at urban areas than rural areas of these regions. In fact no household indicated that they are not satisfied with
the awareness campaign in the rural area.

On the level satisfaction with the ban on public gatherings, 82 percent of household in the pool sample are
reportedly satisfied while all of rural households indicate their satisfaction. The dissatisfaction stems from Banjul
where most the administrative offices are situated and hence some degree of discontents with government ban
on public gatherings.

Government has also reduced the level of essential staff that work in offices to help reduce the spread of Covid-
19. When asked about their whether they are satisfied with this measure, 56 percent of households are of the
opinion that staff reduction is satisfactory, while an almost half of the respondents also consider the measure
as not satisfactory- highest in mainly urban areas, i.e., Kanifing and Banjul.



Majority of the households think that shop closures and closures of worship places was not satisfactory, with

the level of dissatisfaction higher for closure of places of worship. This trend is holds across all four regions and

highest for urban areas then rural areas.
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There is a clear heterogeneity in the responds of rural and urban household in almost all measures. Surprisingly,
the level of satisfaction with government provision of free water and electricity is 1 in 2 household, which does
seem low. Similar trends hold for the satisfaction for travel bans at the overall level, regional level and between
rural and urban areas. Overall the satisfaction level are highest for awareness campaign, ban on public gathering
and traveling, which levels are lowest for shops and worship places closures.



