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An opinion poll is an assessment of public opinion by
surveying a representative sample, especially as the basis for
forecasting the results of voting.

Public Opinion Polls have successfully predicted elections
in America since 1936 (AAPOR).

presidential election as mandated by the 1997 Constitution
will take place in December 2021

The new political dispensation has led to the proliferation of
parties, all with the intention to contest for the presidency

For the contest to be based on issues, it must be guided by
good understanding of what the voters think about issues
of national interest.
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Hence, CepRass has conducted the first Opinion Polls ahead
of the December 2021 Presidential Election. This is the first
Pre-election poll, which will be followed by another
Pre-election poll in November this year.

The OP is divided into
election and electoral reforms, voting and peaceful election, COVID-19 and election, and assessment of government performance.

This dissemination focuses on election and electoral reforms,
voting and peaceful election, and COVID-19 and election
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The design adapted the recent Integrated Household
Survey (IHS) with telephone numbers as the frame, which
comprises of 14,191 households from 8 local government areas
(LGAs) within 48 districts in The Gambia.

A multi-stage sampling design was used where in the first
stage households were stratified according to LGAs, and
at each stratum (LGA) proportional sampling was used to
select a representative sample of districts.

In the final stage, a random number of respondents were
selected from each district. In total, 34 districts of which
969 respondents were selected for the opinion poll.
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To account for non-responses, which is usually high in
telephone surveys, sampling with replacement was used.

Specifically, oversampling of respondents was done at the
districts level and in each district 50 percent of the
respondents were over-sampled in other to take care of the
non-responses.

A comprehensive questionnaire using Survey Solution’s
Designer tool was developed. The questionnaire is divided
into 9 sections with the main sections being election and
electoral administration, voting, political parties, current
government performance, and COVID-19 implication for
election.
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12 enumerators and 3 supervisors were recruited and
trained to conduct the data collection and trained in a
two-day training session to familiarise the enumerators with
the survey instrument and the study methodology to avoid
mistakes and to ensure data quality.

Finally, the team of 12 enumerators was provided airtime on
the various cellular networks (Africel, Qcell, and Gamcel) to
call respondents, specifying when a female member of the
household should be interviewed and when a young
member of the household should be interviewed.
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The data collection started on 27th July 2021 and ended
on 10th August 2021 covering the selected households
identified in the sampling stage.

Overall, the exercise covered, a total of 969 households
interviewed, with 28% women respondents and 63%
between the ages of 18 and 44.

The researchers used a computer assisted personal interviews
(CAPI) to collect the data hosted on CepRass’s own cloud
server, which was retrieved using a format readily available for
use in STATA.
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Then STATA software (version 17; StartCorp. 2021) was used
for the analysis, which was entirely descriptive. The statistical
programme was used to generate graphs such as bar and pie
charts for all the interesting issues on which the respondent’s
opinion were being sought.

For clarity, every issue is analysed in the context of its past
and current environment. As the target respondents for the
poll were likely voters, the analysis is based on
respondent’s self-report on their willingness to vote and
considering just the likely voters (95% of the respondents).
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95% of the respondents are registered voters and willing to
vote in the December Election.
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The Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) is gauged to
have done a very good job so far in their administration of the
upcoming election.
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Majority of the respondents believe that IEC will conduct a
free and fair election in the December 2021 election.
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A large percentage of the respondents believe that IEC did
enough not to register foreigners
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The most important electoral reforms agenda for electorates is
having term limits (45%) and simple majority system (23%)
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electorates consider party manifesto (63 %) and the education
of the party leader (23%) are most important factors to
consider when looking for a cadidate to support
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The most important issues any new government should
address are: youth unemployment; agriculture; and security.
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Majority of the electorates are of the view that the chances of
a peaceful election are high- between 75 and 100% for half of
the respondents, 50 to 75% for a third of the respondents.
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The inter-party relationship is considered poor or very poor by
a half of the respondents.
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More than half of the respondents either strongly agreed or
agreed that COVID-19 will not lead to the postponement of
the election.
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Majority of the electorates consider any postponement of the
election due to COVID-19 to be detrimental or bad.

Mustapha Jobarteh CepRass Election Opinion Poll Dissemination



Introduction
FINDINGS

Call to Action

Election and Electoral Reforms
VOTING AND PEACEFUL ELECTION
COVID-19 AND ELECTION
Intention to Vote
Party likely to win Perception among voters
Profiling Undecided Voters

There is still a large pool of undecided voters (40 %), but the
incumbent’s party, NPP, leads the polls on intention to vote
among the 60% decided voters, followed by UDP, APRC, and
GDC.
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The intention to vote by region indicate that there are lot of
undecided voters in all regions and the main parties are
performing well in regions where they are seemingly popular.
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Though a large pool of electorates say they can’t predict the
party likely to win (43%), NPP leads the polls on ’likely to
win’, followed by UDP, GDC, and APRC.
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The proportion of electorates not sure on the ’likely to win’ is
high in all regions with the main parties get favorable
predictions mainly in regions were they are seemingly popular.
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The results show that the undecided voters mainly hail from
Brikama, Janjangbureh and Kerewan, cumulatively accounting
for 48% of the undecided voters

51% of the undecided are illiterate
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CSOs are called to engage government, political parties,
and international donor community using evidence-based
activism.

Government is called upon to make research its bedrock for
the design and implementation of public policies.

International donor community is requested to support and
promote only those policies that are shown to evidently
improve the life and livelihood of the citizens.
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